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their cultures and traditions might be. They do
recognise that these traditions have some effect
on the workings of these laws but such   effects
are very minor and do not affect the   general
course of development. It is here that they are
committing one of the greatest blunders with
regard to the estimation of social forces. It is
no doubt true that laws of economic developm-
ent ate applicable to all nations; but the differe
nce arises as regards the actual expression or
operation of these laws. No body challenges that
Feudalism gives rise to Merchant Capitalism
which in turn yields to Large-scale Machine
Capitalism which again is replaced by Socialism.
Progress of economic development does follow this
sequence. But the way in which this progress arives
is bound to differ according to national cultures
and traditions and the effects of the latter on the
march of social progress are not insignificant.
And so methods of realising Socialism must
differ   from nation to nation; revolutionary
method adopted by one might be rejected by
another simply because it does not fit into its
particular psychological development. It is not a
mere accident that British Socialism has differed